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Your Excellencies Suga Yoshihide, Motegi Toshimitsu, Kajiyama Hiroshi and Koizumi Shinjiro,
Request for Japan leadership for a new global treaty on plastic pollution

I hope you, your relatives and colleagues, and Japanese citizens are safe as the global COVID

19 pandemic continues to challenge communities around the world. On behalf of the World Wide
Fund for Nature, Japan (WWF-Japan) and our Board of Directors, we wish to applaud Japan’s
recent political shift on climate change towards reaching net zero by 2050; such strong leadership,
ambition and urgency is fundamental to addressing the ecological crises that faces our Planet
today, including for addressing the global plastic pollution crisis.

Plastic pollution is a global issue that threatens ecosystems and human health around the world.
Currently, more than 11 million metric tons of plastic are flowing into the ocean each year and the
global volume of plastic entering the ocean is forecast to triple over the next 20 years. For most
governments in Southeast Asia, this problem is particularly pertinent with the economic impact
estimated to be US$1.3 billion per year. At last year’s fourth and final meeting of the UN Ad Hoc
Open Ended Expert Group on Marine Litter (AHEG), a majority of member states called for a
new global agreement on plastic pollution and for negotiations to start immediately. This
included landmark announcements of support by members of the G20 (e.g. the European Union,
the UK, Republic of Korea), all African countries and the Pacific Island States, among many
others. Alongside 2 million people and over 30 global business leaders, almost 70 countries have
committed to develop a new global treaty on plastic pollution. By joining the Group of Friends to
Combat Marine Plastic Pollution, Japan has also shown interest in exploring improved global
governance and the option of a new treaty.

We further wish to commend Japan’s efforts to date in addressing the global plastic crisis at the
regional and international levels, notably through its work with the Osaka Blue Ocean Vision and
the endorsement by the G20 of the goal to eliminate the leakage of plastic pollution into our oceans
by 2050. The Osaka Blue Ocean Vision can serve as an important source of inspiration in the
development of a new international legally binding treaty on plastic pollution, and Japan as a global
leader on this topic could play a key role in ensuring that a future global governance framework for
plastic pollution is both ambitious and effective. We also commend the leading MARINE Initiative
which will support vital capacity building and infrastructure development in developing countries.
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Whilst acknowledging the value of national and regional instruments, systemic barriers still hinder
progress. Despite the exponential growth in voluntary initiatives and national regulations to tackle
plastic pollution, there is no sign that leakage rates are slowing. A coordinated global response in
the form of a UN Treaty is required to help governments and businesses level the playing field and
drive change at scale.

As we look ahead to UNEA'’s 5th conference in 2021 and 2022, we hope that Japan will continue
be a leading voice in international discussions as we build on the lessons learnt and
recommendations generated by AHEG. We would encourage Japan to consider joining other
nations in officially supporting and being a champion of a new legally binding global treaty
on plastic pollution- your strength in leadership would ensure that we develop strong, ambitious
and transformative united actions together.

WWF would welcome an appointment to discuss the above further and we stand ready to support
you in this area. | look forward to working together in the year ahead. By working together, we can
galvanise global ambition in order to eliminate plastic in the marine environment upon which the
health of our planet depends.

Yours sincerely,

Marco Lambertini
Director General



