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Cancun negotiators need to play catch-up 
 

Cancun, Mexico – After a spate of reports showing a shortfall in actions to prevent 
catastrophic climate change, agreeing to a catch up plan is the pressing priority facing 
countries assembling for the UN climate conference in Cancun, Mexico, WWF said today. 
“At this point there is a clear disconnect between the stated goal of limiting global warming 
and international commitments in mitigation and finance,” said Gordon Shepherd, Leader of 
WWF’s Global Climate Initiative. “However we are seeing growing momentum in several 
countries to act on climate at the national level.”  
“The Cancun outcome needs to explicitly recognise the shortfall in action to cut emissions 
to safe levels and protect people and the planet from climate impacts – and then, building 
on this national momentum, lay out a clear plan for catching up.” 
“The Cancun catch-up plan needs to make progress in several key areas, with the most 
promising being climate finance, safeguarding forests, finalising the agreement on helping 
vulnerable people adapt to climate impacts, and building up a transparent system for 
undertaking emission cuts.” 
Among the challenges are questions related to the creation of a legally binding set of 
commitments to safeguard the planet and its people, including the future role of the Kyoto 
Protocol. Differences in views on this issue held by key countries, such as Japan, the US, 
China and India, on what such a treaty should contain continue to slow progress.  
“Recently, for example, Japan seems to be digging in its heels about not wanting a Kyoto 
Protocol, which would make it harder to get an outcome in Cancun on a ‘package of 
decisions’ unless Japan becomes more constructive,” said Gordon Shepherd.  
“What is important for Cancun is to build tools that enable action on the ground and build 
the architecture for such a global agreement, without waiting for the complete set of 
solutions to emerge all at once.”  
 
WWF’s view on key issues in Cancun: 
• The creation of a global climate fund should be agreed and a clear statement made 

about how to implement new innovative sources of climate finance that were proposed 
recently by the UN Secretary-General’s High Level Advisory Group.  

• The adaptation text must be finalized and decisions must be made on the various 
options, to open the way for implementing the Adaptation Action Framework for 
Implementation. On the issue of addressing “loss and damage”, Parties need to be 
ready to address the fact that some climate impacts are already irreversible and 



 

vulnerable countries and communities have a right to be supported once such loss 
occurs.  

• The existing text on Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation (REDD) 
should be strengthened to establish sound national systems that ensure indigenous 
people and biodiversity will be protected, and the causes for deforestation are 
addressed by industrialized and developing countries alike. The “REDD+ partnership”, 
an initiative by Norway and France with a number of tropical forest countries including 
Mexico, has already mobilized some USD 4.5 billion to stop tropical forest loss.  

• Countries need to formally adopt the emission cut pledges made in the Copenhagen 
Accord and agree how to measure, report, and verify (“MRV”) these actions. In the run 
up to Cancun, this has been contentious between the US and China: the US needs to 
make clear it is willing to commit to sound international rules comparable to those of 
other industrialized countries.  China should also agree to a form of international review 
of its national mitigation efforts. 

 
WWF MEDIA RESOURCES 
For all COP16 updates, videos, pictures and news please visit: www.panda.org/COP16/Media 
For more information on WWF’s climate policy visit: www.panda.org/climate  
WWF introduction to the climate negotiations: www.panda.org/pocketguide 
Spanish media site: www.aquegradowwf.org   
 
WWF OFFICAL SPOKESPEOPLE: 
Yolanda Kakabadse President WWF International,  
Gordon Shepherd, Leader of the WWF Global Climate Initiative,  
Kathrin Gutmann, Head of climate policy, WWF Global Climate Initiative,  
Vanessa Pérez-Cirera, Climate change program Director, WWF Mexico. 
We also have specific spokespeople on REDD, adaptation, finance, emission reductions, and on 
Latin American climate issues. WWF spokespeople can give interviews in English, Spanish, 
Portuguese, Chinese, Japanese, German, French and Hindi.  
 
Press CONTACT  
Ashwini Prabha, WWF International, aprabha@wwfint.org, Mob: +41 79 8741682 
Valerie Benguiat, WWF-Mexico, vbenguiat@wwfmex.org, Tel: +52(55) 52 86 56 31 Ext. 223 
Rhys Gerholdt, WWF-US, rhys.gerholdt@wwfus.org, Mob: +1 202 341 1323 
Ian Morrison, WWF International, imorrison@wwfint.org, M: +41 79 8746853 

 
About WWF: WWF is one of the world's largest and most respected independent conservation 
organizations, with more than 5 million supporters and a global network active in over 100 countries.  
WWF's mission is to stop the degradation of the earth's natural environment and to build a future in 
which humans live in harmony with nature, by conserving the world's biological diversity, ensuring 
that the use of renewable natural resources is sustainable, and promoting the reduction of pollution 
and wasteful consumption. 
www.panda.org/media for latest news and media resources 
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