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Texas County’s Racial Past
Seen as Prelude to a Death

Rights Battles Divided Prairie View Long
Before Sandra Bland'’s Traffic Stop

This article is by Sharon
LaFraniere, Richard A. Oppel Jr.
‘and David Montgomery.

PRAIRIE VIEW, Tex. — When
Sandra Bland enrolled in 2005 at
Prairie View A&M University,
the historically black institution
founded here almost 140 years
ago, s students were sull wag-
Ingldvﬂv\ghu war that had

ended elsewhere decades before:
a legal battle, against white Wal-
ler County officials, for the right
10 vote in the place they Mved.

It ok years and a federal
court order, but the students won.
When Ms. Bland returned here
the morning of July 9, driving 16
hours from Chicago to interview
for & job at her alma mater, the
Justice Department had aban-
doned its court-ordered oversight
of students’ voter registration,
the campus had its own polling

Four days later, Ms, Bland was
Gead In a county jail cell after a
routine traffic stop by a state

the university’s entrance. And
any talk of milestones gave way
o questions about whether the
county's checkered history of
race refations had set the stage
for & tragedy that the authorities
acknowledge might never have
happened had they followed thesr
own rules,

Prairie View now joins a list of

with the police, and where as-
sumptions about progress in race
relations have been challenged, i
not But here, In a county

where most blacks and whites
are still buried in separate ceme-
teries, those assumptions have
mﬂym

caste system stll exists
here” M LaVaughn Mosley, a
former counselor at Praivie View
A&M wha had been friends with
Ms, Bland since her under)
ate days. “There is a whole race

Local officials mostly disagree.

*We are not a bunch of back-
woods, red-necked racists” said
County Judge Carbett 1 Duhon
111, the region's chie! executive
officer, who s known as Trey and
is white. “Far from it

Some African-American elect-
ed officials also insist that the
vestiges of macism are being ad-
dressed.

*IU's ot the Waller County of
the "60s and "704." sald Mayor Mi-
chael S. Wolle Sc., the third black
mayor of Hempstead, the county
seat. *Things have changed tre-
mendously.”

But at a time when deaths of
African-Americans after confron-
tations with law enforcement al-
ready have the nation on tenter-
hooks, the county’s legacy of ra-
clal disparities has only catalyzed
suspicions about almost every-
thing that happened to Ms.
Bland, a 28-year-old aspiring re-
searcher who had proclamed
solidarity with the mavement
mmnmmnmhuentum

Il«e and across the country,
her last days — from the moment
the trooper pulled her over on
July 10 for failing to signal a lane
change to her death by hanging
in the jail, ruled a suicide — are
being exhaustively parsed for ev-

Continued on Page AL2
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The crew on a Thai fishing boat in the South China Sea included two dozenCambodian boys, some as young as 15,

Forced Labor for Cheap Fish

‘Sea Slaves’ Endure Danger and Debt Trawling for Pet Food

By IAN URBINA

SONGKHLA, Thailand — Long's
ordeal began in the back of a truck. After

watching his younger siblings go hungry
because their hmﬂy\ rice patch in Cam-
bodsa could not for everyone, he

across the Thai border for a construction

1t was his chance to start over. But when
he arrived, Mr. Long was kept for days by

southeast of

with six other migrants up a gangway onto
& shoddy wooden ship. It was the stat of
three brutal years in captivity of sea.

boats. After repeated escape attempts, one
captain shackied him by the neck when-
ever other boats neared.

forage fish, which are small and cheaply
priced. Much of this catch comes from the
waters off where Mr. Long was
held, and is sold 1o the United States, typi-
cally for canned cat and dog food or feed
for poultry, pigs and farmeraised fish that
Americans consume.

The misery endured by Mr. Long, who

THME OUTLAW OCEAN
Kudnappings ard Servitade

‘was eventually rescued by an ald group, is
not uncommon i the maritime world. La-
bor abuse at sea can be %0 severe that the
boys and men who are its Victims might as
‘well be captives from a bygone era. In in-
terviews, those who fled recounted horrif-
Kk violence: the sick cast overboard, the
deflant  beheaded, the insubordinate
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