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JAPAN
CLIMATE
INITIATIVE

Japan needs to advance “Green Recovery™ tackling climate crisis

The Japan Climate Initiative (hereinafter referrad to as “JCI7) is a coalition of non-state
actors established in July 2018 by Japanese companies, local governments and NGOs that
pledge to stand at the forefront of global challenges in order to realize the decarbonized
society envisioned by the Paris Agreement.

JCI comprises of nearly 500 diversa non state actors that are playing active role in
addressing climate change, such as large companies leading the Japanese economy, small
and medinm-sized enterprises supporting the local communities, local governments,
religious groups, consumer groups, universities, think tanks, environmental NPOs/NGOs,
ete. The total amount of greenhouse gas emissions and population of JCT members accounts
for more than one-third of Japan’s total.

As collective voices of Japanese non-state actors, in February this year, JCI submitted a
message calling for the enhancement of Japan's Nationally Determined Contributions
(NDC), and m May, another message calling for “Green Recovery” that contributes to the
transition towards a decarbonized society to the Japanese government in order to
encourage dialognes between Japanese non-state actors and the national government.
Upan the "Online Platform Ministerial Meeting”, we would like to deliver the voices of
Japanese non-state actors to the world.

The spread of the COVID-19 infection has already taken lives of many people and has
seriously affected the economy, corporate management, emplovment, and even social life
both in Japan and in the world. It goes without saying that the most important thing right
now is that not only the national and local governments, but also non state actors such as
companies should take all possible measures to stop the spread of infection as soon as
possible.

While prioritizing these urgent efforts to address the coronavirus crisis, what we must not
forget is to continue and strengthen efforts to overcome another crisis facing humanity, the
climate crisis.

The stagnation of economic activity cansed by the spread of infection is predicted to curk
recent energy consumption and reduce carbon dioxide emissions. However, what 1s needed
to overcome the climate crisis is not a short-term emission reduction due to reduced
economic activity, but a continuous and substantial reduction in emissions that 1s
compatible with economic growth a transformation into a decarbonized social and
economie systen.

1f the efforts to tackle the climate erisis are delayed, natural disasters that threaten human
lives such as typhoons, heat waves, droughts and floods will become uncontrollable. In
addition, climate change is predicted to lead to the spread of pre-existing infections diseases
such as malaria and dengue fever, which could again cause the immense impact that the
waorld is experiencing due to the COVID-19 right now.
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